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Dear Sir or Madam: (

On behalf of the Washington State Democratic Part, I request that you investigate United
States Congressional candidate, Ron Taber, of the 9" District in Washington State for
failure to file with the Federal Elections Commission.

It has come to my attention that Mr. Taber announced his candidacy and began his
campaign speading without filing a report with the FEC. It is my understanding that a
candidate is not required to file with the FEC unless he has raised or spent more than
$5,000. The following evidence suggests Mr. Taber has exceeded the $5,000 limit:

e Distribution of printed materials including a tri-fold color brochure, a full-color
business card and a flyer noting it was indeed paid for by Ron Taber for Congress
(attachment a)

» Involvement in the Renton Riverdays Parade with a participation fee of $50. His
participation included a pick-up truck covered with yard signs

e Instaliation of email and website with the following addresses: taberhq.tcmnet.com
and http://tcmnet.com/~taberhg/

e Campaign appearances have been made across the state yet no travel expenses have
been indicated

o Failed to report a minimum of $1,367 in candidate filing fees required by the
Washington State Secretary of State

e Reference by a reporter to a staff person, indication payroll expenses (attachment b)
Reference to a campaign headquarters, the value of which should be dlsclosed even if
location is personal home (attachment ¢)

With this evidence, it seems probabie that at least $5,000 has been raised and/of spent by
the Ron Taber for Congress campaign. I am confident that, after further investigation,
you will discover a violation of the Federal Elections Commission laws has occurred. 1
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would appreciate prompt attention to this matter as it is critical to the political process
that voters know where a candidate raises and spends his or her money. Thank you for

your consideration of this request.

Sincerely,

V% ‘

Paul Berendt
Chairman, WSDCC

Enclosure

SUBSCRIBED AND SWORN TO BEFORE ME THIS 4th DAY OF AUGUST, 1998,

NOTARY PUBLIC in and for the State of
Washington, County of King, residing
at Seattle. My commission expires 2/1/99
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epublicans all over Americd
question why Blil Clinton. the
posier boy for characuer flaws.
gats sway with it They cite 2
{sundry list of things he's done.
e nf them factusl, and marvel at the lack of
wutrage,

Yer when it comet 1o 3 local candidate
whoss hisiofy taskes his charezter an issue.
many Republican officials are shrugging off
very public record of questionable judgment,
That candidats is Ron Taber, who is running
for the Republican nomination in the Ninth
Coagﬂaonal District The answer to itho
ignorance is bliss positicn on the part of GOP
leaders appears simple: money. Taber has
significani personal wealth. and his personal
expendity, °$ in the race against incumbent

Desmocrar Adim Smith will rie up laber union
funds, Democratic Party funds. and volunteer
resolrses which could atherwise be diverind to

other contests in King, Pleres and Thurston

County. With & narrow 12 vone majority iz the

United Suies House of Representatives, the

Republicens need every tactical edvanwge they

can muster. And 50 some Republican leadem
look the other way.
Taber hes a questionable history which

includes repsated fines and lawsuits invalving

0ls operstion of federaily subsidized apan-
maets, being thrown out of the Arnerican
Angus Assecixtion and darred from many
county fairs for painting conle black to pass
them off s purabred Angus, and looss lipped

remarks that many characterize ag race-balting.

irenically, Republicans may be causting
onTaber, . v ol Seme close
abservers ¢ Tarce’s vareer suspect thy while

he does have wealth, he may be “real extate
poor.” His resources are cleurly locked upin
land. buildings, snd nwintenanse, Tha real
Question is. does e huve the liquid capita w
inves: in the race in the madaner the party
sapects? While Taber poured sigaificant
personal funds into his awn candldacy for
Supetintendent of Public Instruction and
laidative 173, his schoul choloe propassi, hiy
actoal contributivns wore 5ot 83 large o he
said they would be.

The Ninth

Congressional District

The Ninth Congreasional Districs is a
“swing district,” one which ¢can be won by

cither party. The party that halde the seae muse

expect K dctend it. It convers parta of Pioree.
King, ane Thurswn Cacmy.

Some have sies - e Taber is puiling
faat one by runnice  the Ninth when his
iong term residen hag heen the Third.
That's unfair. Tat.  Tuerally lives on the line
hetween the (wo ! st As former
Thuesion County P -publican Partv Treasurar
Raon Sharp says. *V ot fives in the Third,
but his cows live is. the Ninth,” His carnle
ranch lies in bath Ai-rticts. Taber has gaid ke
will abtain a regirdes - » in the Ninth.

Bemocrat Mik - Rreidler moved from
the Third o the Nin-* when be ran for the
seat and won it in 1972, so the Dumocrats
can hardly raise th- ~~<idence issue,

The questions swmunding Taber need
not focts en ideoine . The Ninds elesed
another Christian 1 --seervativa, Randy Tate,
to Congrass in 1+ nd wurne- T him out of
office by 2 narrow - vrgin jn 1996.

Tate was suxo~+rad by Democrat Adam

Smith, \uhv- « wist defend the seat
against the -~publican whe wias the
Sepiember rrimary.

Sstﬂndq This

Some ¢t the more attrasiive
candidates th~ Repablicans might
Bave offered 19 vaigrs in the Nimh
Congrstsionl District decided to it
ayt the rye

Bob Seiple, who recently left
Federal Wi baged Worid Vision
after an cxtr mely successful waure
a5 Presidenr - a3 ihe Republican’s
drerm candirn e, At World Vision,
Tie Btk uzed enterprise solutionsas a
means of reboitding communities
breken by penty, famine and
disease. A desply commined
Christian with an gutstanding
parsanal repation. excelent
academmic cowlentials and 2 grap of
global izsucs he reemed an idenl
choiee for th= pany. A canfidanie of
Seiple’s 1ol e Reporier g
Sciple felt O rngrass would be too
Himiting anef thau he was secking 2
jnb with 2 etobal resch. He Sot it Jase
wezk when Texnerary of Stae
Muadeleing \ihright crested a spacial
Deputy Serverary of State role which
was tightly relnred 10 Seiple's skills.

Former ¥ -doral Way Mayoe

Skip Priest. - he hud served asa
sgaior tide 1 Memyblican legislatory
in Washingtes. 0.C, eariy in his
¢areer, decirt=t 1o run for the
Legitlaturs v--raad, Prigsl und his
wife, Trish K mrett, fave schoolt age
children annt freir neds weighed
againgt the et Thy 4ame was lrue
for another oo wpet, Federd] Way
Lty woun v Pl Wathiios and
hix wigg, N

The Role
Money

“Sa leng ag there age individinis

! wir expouse Sxtrome positions and
* have funds available to supmeot thent.
. they will drive kighly qualified

aermm.

individusls off the stage. Lonyg wnn.
iv will feggan the ability of cltivens w
derive benefits from highly skitled
people.” according o Doug
Sutherlang. Picree County Exvontive
snd former Chatrmon of Mainsream

| Republicans of Wathingon,

Suttgriand
joing national
obseners in his
concem aboui the
wend toward welf
financed individu.
als with no
gaverament
exparience leaping
into high level
racas without
paying dues in the
law to mid-level
uifices which
serve as a waining
ground for public
affice. Ress Parot
and Stave Forbes,
men uf greay
wealth, both view
the Prasideacy n3
an entry fevel
position. Perot's
message of lrmlted povemment drew
voters from Republican nominses In
1992 and 1996, while Forbes' anack
43 against Republican froti ruaner
Bob Dole wounded him early in the
1996 campaign.
Californiu's recent expe o
iy be imaruetive, Inthe v o lupe
prisaary, two wealthy amateurs

soughe die Democraric
ominssion for Govemns,
Dumpcraty ignomd beth of
them and choss L.
Guvemor Geey Davis s
theis noeainee,

No sirong. experierved
canignder has emarged 25
an ahisrntive (0 Tabe? in
the Reputiican rece in the
Ninzh Congressionst
I3ranrist.
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Eikenberry
Experience

"Ken Eikenberry, a
former FB1 agent.
iegislatar and three term
Anorney General of
Washingion. is regarded as
3 suzighe arrow, He took
the heim of the post-
Watergate State Republican
Party in 1976, Along with
Executive Director, Tom
Gildemeister, he rebuilt the
paty. The Republicans
mede gains in 1978
Jegislative races and won
huge victories statewide in
the Reagan landslide of
1980. Eikenberry. by then
ths Republican nemines for
Anormey General. won the
office in 1980, and was
twice reelected. While not
ified in the cowrtroom as his
Tedecessor, Sisde Gorton, the AG's

ifice was run quietly and well
suring his three terms.

After an snsuceessful run for

Tovernor in 1992, Eikenberry rguin

dught ro chair the Republican

=farty. and wan the post in January
= 1993, When he ran for reelection,
’:Lber challenged him.

Teber ron against Eikenberry

{Tar srate Chairman in late (994 for
Fhe Sinuun 1995 electine. jn 2
T ontesr ot was netiveably bitter,

‘gly rumors about Eikenberry ware

vuated. There was u backlash

13inat Taber 35 a result cspecially

- Thursion County. where both

<1 make their homes and are weil

own o the community. Teber

<entually dropped out of the race.
Of the 10ne of the race,

thenperry said: “In Ron Taber's

umpuIEN 3g.is! M e Sale

Shairmun, | was treated in wavs that
1d never happencs o me oL the
vands of 3 | wmevrat uppynent.”

anti-govemment rebel. Rom Taber's
personal forune derives from the use
of 2 govemnment subkidy 1o finance
the yequisition of aparement
complexes in many pars of
Washington state,

Taber used 34 million in low
cuent, $C.year loans from the U.S.
Department of Agriculture’s Rurai
Economic Development program to
build apantments in Thurston,
Mason, Grant and Douglas counties.
During Taber's race for Superinien-
dent of Publie Instruction, The
Seattle TImes, ia an extensive
investigation of Taber's activities as
a landiord, published a copyrighted
artcle which documented problems
in Taber-owned bujldings. Numesmus
landiard-tenant disputes came 10
light, including Failure to control
Inseety, aend to routine building
maintenance, and provide good
tuilding managemcent. At one point
the USDA’s Rural Economic
Development office guve Taber's
operations an unsatisfactory rating,
the lowes rating possible. Taber's
supporters told The Reporrer that
despite past problems. Taber hod
reczntly bean extended in the
program for an sdditional 20 years.
We requested but have not received
the writen confirmation of this
information from Tabet, aithough we
did recejve an unsolicited copy of 2
positive energy audit from Taber's
lawyer, Steve Hoseh.

Taber was the abject of v class
action lawsuit in 1985 which
charged him with failing to comect
electrical, structural and plumbing
defecss in his aparument buildings.
Part of the setrlement of the suit wax
that Tzber remavs himzell from
hands-on operation of the apartments
in question.

in 1996. the Thurston County
Depariment of Environmental Health
fined Taber for Jong term failure 10
maintain the scplic system at an
aparument building he 0wns <outh m
Tumwater,

Painted Co
Get Taber |
By Angus
Association

Taber raises beef cantle. and has
cven manuged to make showing
cartle at coumty falrs coneroversial,

In 1984, the Americun Angus Cattic
Assuciation disciplined Taber for
literally painting crossbred canic
which were only part Black Angus w
make themn appear purcbred. He was
also clied for farving extea water

! down tha animals’ throats just before

showing them sa that they would
meet wWeighit requitements, The
Association eventually ousted Taber
and barred him feon their shows,
Taber flled & fawsuit sgainst the
asgoiateon which he diupjed par
w3y through the mial as the facts

worked against him. He has been
barred from cxhibiting in the
Clark, Lewig, and Thurston
County Fairs.

The Merry
Prankster

An unconiested fact about
Ron Taber is that ke 'was the head
of the radica) Siugents fora
Demscratic Soctety whila &1
‘Washingron State University. The
1998 Tabes, o bom again.
conservative Christian, has left
thzt world behind,

Like g Lule boy with a llve
irog., Taber has an interesting
habit of thrustieg a dricd bull
penis, uscd as the rip of a cane,
1oward visitors ta his tanch who
intcnded to sheke his hand-—~not
the male member of 2 cow. Such
an amazing number of Republi-
cans who had vigited the ranch
related this cxperience that The

Reporter felt compelled 1 includa
itIn this stary.

Taber ix best known in some
quarters for a remark during his
1996 campaign for Superinten-
dent of Public Ingtruction, when
he £aid thay “Spanish is the
tanguage of doormen. dishwash-
¢rs, and fruly pickers.” luis

sarptising that sumeune whu
spends st much time dhting at
windmills does not tcem o ki

that it is also the fanguage of Den

" Quivote author Miguei Corvantes,
nut 1o mention Quuavio Paz and

i Carlus Fuentes, Bul Ron Taber’s

! PRD, from Wachingion Sie
University was i Atliein

i Studies.

e jegumare pmnl. used
with great success i Califorma’s
rogent passage of an intative
requiring English immersion
tezining instcad of long term
witinguat education. is that
command of the
English language is the
basis for success in
Amecrica, The challenge
Ron Taber will pose for
the Republicans
throughout the
CAMPAIGN is that he
likes 10 use outyageous
examplcs (0 make 2

1 point, Some apologists

1or Taber say that

! Reugan did the same

thing. but Reagan had a
gieal shility to connect
with a broad range of
peopic. a sense of gomd
wiil toward others, ang
immenst: personal
charm. .
Though the
dexision 1o write this
article was sparked by
the oifer of an
intervicw wlth Ron
Taber by one of his
campaign workees. hs
did not make himsclf
available, nor provide
formal position
statements despite
direet reguets from
the Tucoma Reporrer G
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-~ ENDORSEMENT:

9th Congressional District
‘Representative

Sponsored by Ron Taber for Congress Campaign
Campaign HQ: 4210 36th Ave NE, Clympia WA 98516
Voice (380) 456-8343 Toll Fres (800) 494-6774 Fax (360) 455-8382
E-mail taberhqg@tcmnet.com
Home Page imip:/item.nbe.netitabeorhg/
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Name Signature
Addyess
City Zip
Phone () | _bax
1 I'will: *2. Bnclosed is:
A. O Doorbell ayy Meighborhood Q3500 8280 Q5100 530
g'. anwamﬁw g2s QOther,

*3. Pederul law requires that we request tho name., oity
and stave of your eaplover and vour cotupation.
You are net obligated o peyvide this informnsion, but
if you don't, we will heve v vrasts veluabla rezcurecs

vis repeated requents i arder e sadklfy ths PRO.

Tour Employer:

Your Occupation:




